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Municipal News

SKUNKS—We are actively trying to catch skunks. We do not know who, but someone is destroying our
traps. PLEASE STOP! We would not have the amount of skunks we do if cat food was taken inside. Please
stop leaving food out. It also attracts more stray cats that we do not want or need.

GARBAGE PICK UP-— Garbage Pick up will be July 2nd this week only.

WATERING- Watering hours are in force year round. Residents with underground systems can only water
during the night. Above ground can water between 7 pm and 12 noon. Watering in the heat of the day is not
productive, and not allowed.

CANADA DAY— Picnic in the Spray Park July 1st at 4pm.
ICE CREAM SOCIAL— Tuesday July 7, pre registration is required. Poster Attached.

TAXES— Taxes were mailed on June 23rd. If you did not receive yours, please contact the Village Office.
They are due Aug 31, 2026.

COUTTS DAY THANK YOUS

There are many people that volunteer within many local groups to make this weekend enjoyable for
everyone! Many hours are spent planning, setting up and cleaning up after everyone goes home.

PARADE: COUTTS AND DISTRICT AG SOCIETY.
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT TAKES THE TIME TO ASSEMBLE AND PUT AN
ENTRY INTO THE PARADE.

HOT DOGS: FUNDED IN PART BY THE COUTTS AG SOCIETY AND COUTTS COMM. EVENTS.

KIDS GAMES: FUNDED BY COUTTS AG SOCIETY. THANK YOU TO FCSS FOR PUTTING IN THEIR
TIME, FREE OF CHARGE, TO RUN THE ACTIVITIES. ALSO THANK YOU TO THE TOWN OF MILK
RIVER FOR THE USE OF THE “neighborGOOD TRAILER”.

PLAY: FUNDED BY COUTTS AG SOCIETY—PERFORMED BY CURTAIN CALL JR.

AG FAIR: COUTTS AG SOCIETY. THANK YOU TO ALL THAT PARTICIPATE BY ENTERING ITEMS.
ALSO, THANKS TO SANDRA HANSEN FOR PUTTING IN HER TIME TO RUN THE FAIR.

BALL TOURNAMENT: THANKS TO JALEN HULIT AND HIS CREW. THANKS TO RIVER OF LIFE FOR
RUNNING THE CONCESSION.

RODEO: COUTTSGRASS RODEO ASSOCIATION.

FIREWORKS: FUNDED BY COUTTS AG SOCIETY, VILLAGE OF COUTTS, COUTTS COMM. EVENTS
AND COUTTS ATB. THANKS TO FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR FIRE WATCH. ALSO THANKS TO BLACK
DRAGON FIREWORKS & DEREK SMITH

Thank you to our public works department for making the town look so nice. And a big thank you to
everyone that comes to celebrate Coutts Days with us. It makes all the hard work pay off to see people
enjoying themselves throughout the weekend! We’ll see you next year!




BARRY LODERMEIER CELEBRATION OF LIFE

We, the family of Bary Lodermeier, would like to invite you to reminisce with us as we celebrate
the life of Dad/Gramps. A celebration of life will be held on July 25, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. at Gold
Springs Park. :
To truly honor such a wonderful guy in a way that he’d want. There will be food, drinks and a
lot of laughs.
If you plan to attend this celebration, please RSVP to 403-647-8049.
It is our hope that everyone will come ready to tell a story or two about Dad. We know there are
lots of them out there and we want the Grandkids to hear them all.

(please bring a lawn chair)

FRIENDS OF THE COUTTS LIBRARY—CASINO WORKERS

FOCL is looking for volunteers to fill shifts for the upcoming Casino on November 7th & 8th. We are
looking early to make planning easier for the volunteers.

The funds from working this casino are what keeps the library operational. If you value having a library
now would be the time to help. Items that have been recently purchased are new tables and chairs, a
projector and screen, as well as memberships and books.

If you are interested, and have the time, please reach out to Tracy at the Post Office during office hours 8am-
Spm at 403-344-3788.  All meals throughout the shift are paid for. Thank you!

FROM YOUR LOCAL POST OFFICE
Thank you to everyone that Suppoted our Community Foundation Fundraiser this year.
The Winners of our prizes were:
M. Miller—Flower Pot
L. Poulin—Flower Pot
B. Ostby—Home Hardware Gift Card
D. Hall—Bear Stained Glass Suncatcher
F. Lippa—Bee Stained Glass Suncatcher

Congratulations to all our winners. Our Hot Dog Fundraiser raised $263.50, and our total contributions were
$499.40. Absolutely Amazing!!

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, you will make a difference for a child somewhere in Alberta.

For more information go to www.canadapost.ca/community

MILK RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The museum will be open for July 1, 026 for the celebrations happening in Milk River.

Starting July 4® our museum will be open EVERY Saturday until August 29™ from 1pm-4pm
or you can contact William King at 403-647-3428 for a tour

Our next meeting for the museum will be held on July 16" at 7:00 pm at the museum.




LOCAL LIBRARY NEWS
Summer is here, and we have many programs coming to the Coutts Library!

In July, we will host a tie-dye towel event that is open to ary age. The cost is $15 a towel and children need
to bring an adult to help assist them. Have a look at the flyer for details. I am excited for some colorful fun!

We are also very excited to host the summer reading program in Coutts. Starting on July 8th and 29th, we
have 2 students coming to read and do some crafts with kids of any age! This is a drop in event, and we
hope to see you here!

Book Club is taking a summer vacation as well. Please stay tuned in future newsletters when that will get
back up and running.

The Monthly Book Genre is taking a break for July and August. Stay tuned for bingo sheets to come for
September! In the meantime, there is a Summer Reading Program Bingo to enter. Come in and get your
bingo sheet for a chance to win some awesome prize packages. There are sheets for adults (18+), teens (13-
17), and kids (4-12).

As always, we offer library cards at no charge! Come in and check out our new titles and top read shelves
or pick from many puzzles! Or just come and say “HI"!

See you soon!!

Dive Into the Summer Reading Program

_ at
* Coutts Municipal Library!

July 8™ and July 29 from 10:30am-
11:30am. All ages welcome!

Become Submerged in New Books!
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR: Scott MacCumber

Village News - What a great Coutts Days it was this year!! Thank you to all the peopleinvolved in making it
“happen, a lot of work goes into all the events, and it is very much appreciated: On Tuesday, July 7, FCSS is hosting
* an Intergenerational Ice Cream Social from 2:00 to 3:00 pm atthe Civic.Centre. Registration is required and you
can find more information on the poster that is included in the newsletter.

Milk River Health Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee — Dr. Truong has joined Dr. Akewe in the Milk
River Clinic and is accepting new patients. For more information or to book an appointment please call the clinic
at 403-647-3599. We awarded a $250 scholarship to Kaelyn King, a graduate and valedictorian of Foremost School.
Kaelyn is pursuing a post-secondary education to become a dental hygienist.

Rec Board - Update on the mini-golf — once we receive all the materials, we will start the assembly process. We
will do it one step at a time, so the bases will go down first, then the turf, and then the obstacles or hazards. It will
take some time, but it will be a lot of fun when it is all done. Work has been done on the spray park to repair a leak
and make some of the water features work. We are looking at what we can do to get more features working.

COUNCILLOR DARREN HALL

SouthGrow AGM on June 18th in Raymond.

It was a full house and MLA and Minister of Assisted Living & Social Services Nathan Neudorf attended the
meeting.

SouthGrow Annual Report 2025-2026 Highlights:

» SouthGrow received provincial recognition for its marketing efforts through SAIT for the 4th
consecutive year.

* Awarded Best In-House Marketing Program (recognizing the organization's ability to deliver
professional and impactful marketing campaigns that compete with the best economic development
organizations in Alberta).

* SouthGrow representatives participated in trade, investment, and economic development missions
to Japan, China, Singapore & Mexico. This allowed SouthGrow to showcase strengths in the
Southern Alberta economy while building key relationships. Highlights included participation in agri-
food, biofuel, and investment attraction initiatives that connect Southern Alberta to the world.

» Provided support to major regional initiatives including Indigenous engagement and support for
the Milk River Waterline Project.

* Successfully secured the role of Fiscal Agent for the Regional Innovation Network of Southern
Alberta (RINSA). This places SouthGrow at the center of efforts to strengthen innovation and
entrepreneurship across the region (promote awareness of resources available to help organizations
succeed).

* Created new partnerships with organizations such as Westco Construction, Excite Lethbridge,
Lethbridge Polytechnic, & Community Futures Chinook.

» Through the Agri-food Scholarship Program, three students received $2500 scholarships to support
education and future careers with the region's agriculture and agri-food sectors.

 SouthGrow's Board and Executive Committee continued implementing a long-term sustainability
strategy designed to strengthen the organization without placing additional pressure on municipal
members. Work focused on organizational excellence, revenue diversification, strategic partnerships
and the development of new services opportunities that align with SouthGrow's mission

ATTENTION NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS:

If you need advice or have questions regarding a government grant or any other grant program that you are
applying to, please reach out to me and I can get you in touch with a SouthGrow representative to assist you in
the process!!

Until next time Coutts!! - Councillor Darren Hall



June Committee Highlights

Coutts Fire and Rescue

In long-standing tradition, department trucks anchored the succéssful Coutts Day parade with members
tossing candy to an enthusiastic crowd on a beautiful June morning. The Department was present for fire
control purposes during the fireworks display on Saturday evening.

The updates to the interior of the firehall have been finished. Ross and Bailey completed the interior repairs,
applied a fresh coating of paint and installed new LED ceiling lights. It looks wonderful! Annual maintenance
to the overhead Bay doors along with new weather stripping is still required.

Coutts fire personnel held a very successful social evening June 22nd with 16 firefighters from Shelby,
Cutbank, Sunburst and Conrad attending. The Department is grateful to the continued training and
equipment access made available through our southern neighbouring fire departments. Shared training
exercises to continue in the fall including electrical and structural firefighting drills.

Fire season preparation and readiness are key as we enter the summer season. Firefighting foam will be
purchased from Wholesale Fire in Calgary through the MIlk River Department in July.

The next practice will be July 6th. Firefighter practices will resume towards the end of August.

Heritage Handibus Association

Riders for 2026 to the end of May totalled 386; a 26.5% increase over the same period in 2025. Member
registrations now stand at 82 serving a base exceeding 175 individuals. May passengers totalled 86.
Status of the Provincial Community Initiatives Program Grant is not confirmed but it would appear that the
association was unsuccessful in its bid for capital grant funds that were destined towards purchasing a new
transit bus. Repairs to our existing units continue. We are awaiting parts for the front-end suspension of the
Ford bus. Deficiencies were noted in the June commercial inspection performed in Warner.

The Association is looking for sponsorship assistance from community entities other than our municipal
partners. Our goal remains maintaining safe, reliable and affordable transit service to our community clients
while building on long term sustainability.

Heritage Handibus Association celebrates its 40th Anniversary this year. The heritage van, adorning the
40th banners, was present in our recent Coutts Day Parade. The Warner and Milk River parades will also
see our volunteers driving the van and tossing candy treats to local youth and not-so-young alike.

Coutts and District Library

The Coutts Library “Summer Reading Program” is in full swing. Two more sessions are planned for July 8th
and 29th. Sessions run from 10:30 to 11:30am and all ages are welcome. A dozen children have expressed
interest in summer programs. The “Tie-dye a Towel” event will be held July 14th from 5 to 7 pm. See Kari at
the library for details. She is investigating the use of Chinook Arch kits and their availability so stay tuned for
announcements. Sandra Hansen has also offered to run a leather stamp crafting session later this year.

| attended a training and information webinar on privacy legislation (POPA/ATIA) and resulting library
requirements in Alberta. Your Library Board will be committed to developing a Privacy Management
Program to meet the new mandatory Provincial Privacy requirements for Public Institutions.

Library regulations related to changes in the Provincial Library Act resulting from the passing of Bill 28 are
expected to be released later this year.

Have a great summer!
Respectfully, Steve Pain



On June 3rd | attended the monthly FCSS meeting via Zoom.
~ We reviewed the Final Results of the Community Needs Assessment presented by Drs. Lars Hallstrom -
- . = The assessment resulted in 1,300 pages of data & information N § AR i T
-dtincluded-1,002 survey respondents (98 of whom were community leaders) & 7 community focus groups -
--The content was driven by scientific methodologies ranging from diagnostic analysis to plan development.
- Kt detailed our current standing, available resources, & what our community feels is needed:

- 1in 3 survey respondents reported accessing 1 formal service in the past 5 years. 1 in 10.say they accessed
FCSS

- Some of the key topics included, but were not limited to;

Transportation, affordable housing, age friendly housing, adequate housing, local emergency shelter
services, homelessness, limited mental health support, acute and specialized MHA services, and limited public
awareness regarding MHA issues and resources

- Recommendations will detail the next steps and how we can fulfill community needs.

- They want these findings to be used to serve our communities.

- The full report of The Needs Assessment Results can be found on the FCSS website. Please feel free to reach
out for any additional information.

~ Received our Community Income Tax Program Report
- January through May we had:
4 volunteers, 502 hours volunteered, 93% client satisfaction, 631 returns completed, 10 FCSS staff, 11
municipalities, translation services were offered, and $61,724,99.20 in benefits received by aiding in
qualification and eligibility for offered programs. This was fairly comparable to last year.

~ The new FCSSAA handbook is now available on the Alberta website.

~ FCSS is marking 60 years!!! Plans to celebrate are in progress!!

~ Information Management Policy revision has been made a summer priority.

~ As of then, there was no word on if we will receive FRN grant funding, but communication to recipients was
scheduled to start June 8th.

~We reviewed the interim budget and made recommendations.

~ Time for the annual evaluation of executive directors.

FCSS is taking a summer break, our next meeting will not be until September!

Thanks
Megan Payne - Councillor

BORDER RASCALS SOCIAL CLUB
We wish to thank all of our members (and others) who contributed to making our bake sale an enormous
success during the Ag Fair on Coutts Day Saturday. We are planning a couple of outings for members during
the summer months and plan to rent the handibus on one of them. Thank-you for your support.
Destinations are yet confirmed but day trips to Fort Benton, MT and the carriage museum in Cardston have
been proposed.
Our July windup meeting for the summer months will be held on Thursday, July 9th, 10am in Coutts Rec
Center.
We remind everyone to support the FCSS summer Inter-generational ice cream social to be held Tuesday,
July 7th from 2 to 3 in the afternoon in the Coutts Civic Center. Bring a friend, bring your grandkids, bring your
kids, bring your family; everyone welcome. Please register your attendance with Renee at 587-370-8518 by
Monday, July 6th. See you there.
Have a great summer!



Village of Coutts
Box 236

Coutts, AB

TOK ONO
403-344-3848

GARBAGE PICK UP

July 1* holiday rescheduled

Garbage pickup will be Thursday July 2
in the morning. Please have your
garbage to the curb by 8:00 am.

This is for this week only. We will

return to the regular Wednesday
schedule July 8.

Thank you!



FCSS INTERGENERATIONAL
w2w  |CE CREAM SOCIAL

WHAT

Join us for a sweet afternoon of ice cream,
conversation, and community! Connect with friends
old and new, bring your families, and share smiles
and stories over a scoop or two!

WHEN

Tuesday, July 7
2:00-3:00 pm

WHERE

Coutts
Civic Centre - 105 Centre Ave, Coutts

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Renee

587-370-8518
renee.whiteefecss.ca




COMMUNITY TRANSIT SERVICE

Seniors 55+ and Disabled Persons
Residents of Coutts, Milk River, Village of Warner, Warner County

Transit Service available Monday through Friday
Local daily service dependent on van/driver availability
Out of Town service: Lethbridge (medical and non-medical)
Raymond, Coaldale & Taber (medical)

* Handibus Always Available for Charters *

EFFECTIVE March 1/26: Book of 4 Passes $40, 6 Passes $60
Local passenger service:

Warner, Milk River and Coutts $10 return service
(1 punch on pass ticket)
Local ride service of 3 hours maximum

Out of town passenger service:
Lethbridge, Raymond, Coaldale, Taber: $20 per trip

(2 punches on pass ticket)
Please book your medical appointments for 10am to 2pm

Tickets and registration at local municipal offices
Weekly Pre-booking is promoted and encouraged
Pre-Booking: Milk River Town Office (403-647-3773)

Monday to Thursday, 9am - 12 noon, 1pm - 4pm

Inquiries for van availability during the service week
Please call our co-ordinator D.S. Fraser @ 403-492-7821
General Information: Steve @ 403-603-8578

The Heritage Handibus Association remains committed to providing safe, reliable
and affordable transit to our clients within the limitations of available funding. We
thank our municipal partners and Healthy Aging Alberta for continued support.



Mobile Mammography Screening is coming to:

Milk River
July 24 & 25, 2026

Prairie Rose Lodge, north side

~ Breast cancer
- Screening saves lives, ,
ok mommogtare oot of e g bt s

Photo courtesy of Katelyn Bellerose

Call toll free to book an appointment:

1-800-667-0604

To learn more visit: screeningforlife.ca/breast

If you'’re 45 to 74 years of age, have a mammogram every 2 years or
as decided by you and your healthcare provider. No referral needed.
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Post until: July 25, 2026



New curbside recycling
pick-up coming soon!

Starting October 1, 2026, residents will have access
to new curbside recycling collection services!

This new service will be managed by Circular
Materials, a national not-for-profit, responsible for
Alberta’s transition to Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) for packaging and
paper products.

Soon, you'll be able to recycle materials like glass,
foam packaging, flexible and rigid plastic packaging,
cardboard, paper and metal containers and
packaging in your curbside recycling program
and at your local depot.

QEADP
Stay tuned for details and updates! 5 e
DR T

Learn more: circularmaterials.ca/AB Dy, 430



MILK RIVER AG SOCIETY BONANZA DAY

8:00 -10:00am

11:00am

12:00 - 4:00pm

3:00-4:00pm

Saturday, August 1%

Pancake Breakfast - Milk River Civic Centre - Sponsored by South
Country Tire

Candy Parade — Theme “Wagon Wheels to Tractor Tires”
Line up 10:15 old ball diamond west end of track — no judging of entries
Fun on the Football Field for Everyone

Food Trucks

Mechanical Bull Rides

1:00 - Bud Edgar Joker & Trick Roper Show

Petting Zoo & Pony Rides — Sponsored by Marilyn and Paul Vornbrock
Train Rides — Sponsored by AM Service

Bouncy Houses — Sponsored by the Town of Milk River

Face Painting/FCSS Fun Trailer/Variety of Games

Free Swim at the pool — Sponsored by the Town of Milk River

Water Fun - Sponsored by Milk River Fire Department

Additional Activities: Rory Russell Memorial Slow-pitch Tournament July 31 - Aug 2

Volunteers are needed to help make this day possible, call 403-642-7500 to help

Dust off your cowboy boots, Bonanza Day 2026

is going Western!!




