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Municipal News

YARDS- Yard waste bags will continue to be picked up. Bags must be paper, and no more than
80 pounds. Branches must be tied together at lengths no more than 4’ long. If bags are left out
in the rain, and the bottoms fall out, it will be up to the homeowner to clean up and rebag.

The Peace Officers will be around the beginning of June to assess yards. If yards are unsightly
with items or overgrowth, or if buildings are in disrepair making the area unsafe, notices will be
delivered.

WATERING- Watering hours are in force year round. Residents with underground systems can
only water during the night. Above ground can water between 7 pm and 12 noon. Watering in
the heat of the day is not productive, and not allowed.

COUTTS DAY— Coutts Day weekend is June 19-21. The theme for the parade is “Fairy Tales”.
We are looking forward to some creative floats. Poster with the weekend events is attached.

SENIORS WEEK— Please come out to the “Seniors Coffee” on June 5, 10 am in the Civic Cen-
tre. Poster attached.

TAXES— Taxes will be mailed/emailed around June 24th, and are due August 31st. If you don’t
get yours please call the office.

COUTTS BORDER RASCALS

Hello Summer. June is going to be a full busy month.
We start off June with senior week. June 4th, Milk River has a potluck at the Heritage Hall at 5pm.
Please bring a small salad or dessert. June 5th, at 10am to 12pm at the Civic Center in Coutts. There
will be two speakers on fraud prevention. There will be snacks and prizes. On the 13th at 10am at the
Warner Seniors Center, there will be a speaker on Al.

We have two planned dates so far for preparations for our float. June 3rd at 1lam. And the 17th at
llam. More hands make for lighter work.

Our monthly planning meeting is on June 4th, at 10am. We welcome new help.

June 20th is the Coutts Day parade. Any help with the final preparations will be taking place at
Peterson's shop.

There will be a bake sale at the Rec Center, Coutts Day, put on by the Border Rascals, along with
the Ag Fair. Please all our members bring at least 3 items to the rec center on Friday evening, the
19th, or the morning of the 20th before 9am. Doors for this open at 12 noon.

Our June potluck is on June 25th. Doors open at 5pm. Bring your own meat for grilling. Plus and
salad or dessert.
Enjoy your summer, we will keep you updated as to events in the summer months.




Coutts Library News

I hope you have all been enjoying the Spring weather like | have beent

The Library has a new look! We have our new tables and chairs all set up. Thank you to the Friends of the
Library group for purchasing those. We also have our new TV set up! Thank you again to all your generous
donations! Come in anytime; kids can watch a book or show upon request with our Kanopy app.

We have one desk left for the taking; it can be yours with a donation to the library.

Book Club is taking a summer vacation as well! Please stay tuned in future newsletters when that will get
back up and running.

We have a monthly Book Genre challenge going on with Chinook Arch. Come in and get your bingo sheet
and mark off boxes completed for a chance to win a $50 Indigo gift card. June’s Genre is “Pick Your
Adventure!”

As always, we offer library cards at no charge! Come in and check out our new tities and top read shelves
or pick from many puzzles, or just come and say “HI”

See you soon!

FRIENDS OF THE COUTTS LIBRARY—CASINO WORKERS

FOCL is looking for volunteers to fill shifts for the upcoming Casino on November 7th & 8th. We are
looking early to make planning easier for the volunteers.

The funds from working this casino are what keeps the library operational. If you value having a library
now would be the time to help. Items that have been recently purchased are new tables and chairs, a
projector and screen, as well as memberships and books.

If you are interested, and have the time, please reach out to Tracy at the Post Office during office hours 8am-
Spm at 403-344-3788.  All meals throughout the shift are paid for. Thank you!

SOUTHERN ALBERTA OUTDOORSMEN
UPCOMING EVENTS

Family Fishing Weekend and Camp Out —June 5%, 6" and 7" 2026 at Gold-
springs Park. Please book your
own reservations if you plan to camp! Saturday, as usual, will be the main event with SAO supplying dogs and
drinks.




MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR: Scott MacCumber

Village News - Brown bag pickup started on May 5™, and it’s nice to see all the work residents are doing
to clean up their yards. June is a busy month in Coutts. On June 5 from 10:00 am to Noon, during Seniors
Week, you can come down to the Civic Centre to hear presentations from our local RCMP and ATB as
they give talks focused on preventing fraud against seniors. June 19 to 21 is both Coutts Days and the
CouttsGrass Rodeo. FCSS is organizing Family Play Day on May 26*". This is a drop in event at the school
for parents/caregivers and their children ages 3-10, from 9:30 to 11:00.

Rec Board - At the May meeting, we approved a 9-hole mini golf course to be placed inside the fencing
north of the tennis court. The materials have been ordered and then some assembly will be required. We
think it will be a fun addition and something that can be used by people of all ages. One basketball hoop
will be taken down but the two on the west side will stay and the area cleaned of tree debris.

Village Council - We discussed the budget for next year, and there should be only minimal tax increases
this year due to rising costs. Overall, the Village is in a good financial position, and we will do our-best to
keep it that way. There will be some paving and sidewalk scheduled for this year, and all that work will be
covered by grant funding.

That’s the news for this month............. thanks............... Scott

NEWS FROM CHIEF MOUNTAIN REGION SOLID WASTE SERVICES COMMISSION
(better known as CMRSWSC) from Tanya Smith (board member)

‘With Spring in full swing and yards being cleaned up I have been happy to see so many residents using
the brown compostable bags meant for yard waste, leaves, weeds, branches, etc.

It is important that organic yard waste like grass clippings and the above mentioned items do not end
up in the landfill.

The best way to take care of that waste is by using the bags, and not filling up your black'garbage bin
(which gets picked up on Wednesdays) with these items. These items weigh a lot, and it is not
necessary or good for them to be added into regular garbage.

There is a limit on weight for a landfill, that is calculated on a yearly basis. When that limit is reached,
garbage is diverted elsewhere, at a cost, to the landfill, and ultimately to the tax-payers.

So thank you for all you are doing to keep organic yard waste out of the landfill and into a compost
heap at our local site.



On May 6, 2026 | attended the FCSS meeting by zoom:
~Presentation from Big Brother Big Sisters
-40% increase in usage in 2025
-which is a 35% increase since 2019
-384 children
-Includes 9 communities, excluding Lethbridge County
-173 kids in 2026 so far
-Plans to bring the Big Brother & Big Sister program to Milk River & Coutts
-The program receives funding from a variety of sources, including FCSS. They appreciate the
collaboration & relationship.
~Cheers to Volunteers 2026 presentation
-Introduced the Youth Winners
-Group Winners was My City Care
-Individual Winner - Reta Berte
-All nominees received certificates of appreciation.
~Smile Cookie Campaign was a huge success!
-Team Coaldale sold 7592 cookies & raised the highest funds at $16,575.65
-Team Taber sold the most cookies at 7728 cookies & raised $15,603.10
~FCSSAA updates were given.
-FCSS turns 60 in 2026 & celebration plans are in motion!
~2025 Annual Report was presented.
Some adjustments were made to descriptions & terms, changes will appear in the 2026 report
-Received staff updates including practicum students
-May 4th is Mental Health Week
~We are still waiting to hear if we qualified for the FRN grant funding.

On May 21, 2026 | attended the Ridge Country Housing meeting in Milk River:
~Our bookkeeper's financial report was given.
-Our balances are up from this time last year. We are waiting for some funds to arrive.
-All requisitions have been received.
-We received the owed emergency funding.
We have some large maintenance projects coming up.
~We decommissioned the 6 small rooms. They will be used for offices, emergency use & talking to ALA
about their use in the Lodge Access Agreement.
~ We have been told we do not qualify for the small lodge grant as it is a legacy program. We are looking
into it further.
~Still working on payroll system changes.
~ Working on computer file updates for Prairie Rose.
~New handbooks have been reviewed & approved!
- New Resident Handbook -New Employee Handbook -New Contingency Plan Handbook for Ridge
View.

Megan Payne - Councillor



May Committee Highlights

Coutts Fire and Rescue

The Department responded to five emergency calls this month. Prompt response to the Thompson fire
north of the village is credited for limiting fire damage to out buildings and preventing spread to the
homestead and valuable feed stocks stored nearby. Crews also responded to the electrical outage accident
and a MFR response rescuing an individual with both legs caught in a farm auger..

Discussion was held on the use of Google and Apple maps as aids in locating rural properties during
emergency calls. Recent updates to both software programs enable inserting the rural “blue sign”
addresses resulting in accurate directions to rural properties as obtained from “911 Dispatch”.

The Coutts fire personnel will host firefighters from Shelby, Cutbank, Sunburst, Conrad, Chester and
Browning in a social highlighting relationships gained through mutual aid, training and equipment access.
The explosion in cost of foam used to fight vehicle, electrical and wildfires has led the department to install
and begin usage of metering devices when mixing the foam to water; resulting in a major cost saving.
Discussion followed on EMR/MFR training and recruitment of new long-term personnel to the department.

Heritage Handibus Association

Riders for 2026 to the end of April totalled 312; a 36% increase over the same period in 2025. Member
registrations now stand at 80 serving a base exceeding 150 individuals. Registrations grew by 10% in the
month of April. 40% of registered clients are 80+. The total number of riders handled in April was 91.

The Heritage Handibus AGM was held May 13th. Auditing of 2025 financials was performed by Avail
Chartered Accountants. The 600% growth in ridership resulted in a modest operating deficit. Committee
members remain committed to the sustainability of this growing and important community service. It is the
hope of the committee that community interest in sponsorship of the service will materialise in 2026. Letters
will be distributed to potential sponsors in hope of attracting additional funding that would help minimize fee
increases to our riders and aid in operating sustainability and capital asset procurement.

The Provincial Assisted Transportation Program has grown to 34 participating community services around
Alberta. Healthy Aging Alberta manages this program. We have been participants since September 2024.

Coutts and District Library

The new chairs are in place around the library tables. They look great and are very comfortable. Many
thanks again to the Friends of the Coutts Library for providing these welcome additions to the library.

The library board has voted to have summer operating hours remain unchanged. It is hoped that having
Wednesday remain open from 10:30 am to 1:30 am will help facilitate children’s programs through the
summer months. Chinook Arch has many fun kits available to participating libraries and Kari intends on
utilizing this service. Keep up the great work, Kari.

The new television is in service with Chinook Arch supplied “Kanopy” programming available for viewing.
Programs and movies are available for all age groups and are certified for viewing in Public Libraries.

Bill 28 passed on May 13th allowing the provincial government to begin developing regulations for what are
widely acknowledged by the Coalition of Alberta Public Libraries as unnecessary to the Libraries Act.
Impact to our Village Library operations will remain unknown until the new regulations affecting access, use
and borrowing of public library materials based on age are incorporated into the Provincial Library Act.

Respecitfully, Councillor Steve Pain



SENTORS WEEK
JOIN US AT THE COUTTS CIVIC CENTRE ON
FRIDAY JUNE 5STH FROM 10 AM—NOON
LISTEN TO PRESENTATIONS FROM OUR LOCAL

RCMP AND ATB AS THEY GIVE TALKS FOCUSED
ON PREVENTING FRAUD AGAINST SENIORS.

LEARN ABOUT NEW SCAMS AND HOW NOT TO
BECOME A VICTIM.

COFFEE AND SQUARES TO BE SERVED WITH
THANKS TO FCSS AND THE VILLAGE OF COUTTS.
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for over two years now, and | supply
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We are walking for
Amryn!

Team: Walking for Amryn
Location: Lethbridge

Support my fundraising for Breakthrough TID

I'm walking for every finger prick, every sensor check,
every late-night low, and every family impacted by type
1 diabetes (T1D).

Every dollar you help me raise fuels research
breakthroughs, expands access to life- -saving technology,
and empowers Canadians living with TI1D. Together we
Walk for a future free from TID.

To donate please contact Darren or Kari
Hall. 403-493-0055 or
e-transfer Karineufeld@icloud.com



BARRY LODERMEIER CELEBRATION OF LIFE

We, the family of Bary Lodermeier, would like to invite you to reminisce with us as we celebrate the
life of Dad/Gramps. A celebration of life will be held on July 25, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. at Gold Springs

Park.
To truly honor-such a wonderful guy in a way that he’d want. There will be food, drinks and a lot of

laughs.
If you plan to attend this celebration, please RSVP to 403-647-8049.
It is our hope that everyone will come ready to tell a story or two about Dad. We know there are lots

of them out there and we want the Grandkids to hear them all.
(please bring a lawn chair)

MILK RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Milk River Historical Society and Museum are doing accessioning of all the artifacts presently in our
museum. We need your help!! If you or a member of your family have dropped off items over the years
we need to hear from you as there are documents that require information.

There are two options for your items:
1) DONATE: You sign over all the items that you have in the museum and they become the property

of the Milk River Museum to do as we see fit with them.

2) LOAN: All of the items you have in the museum are on loan to the Milk River Museum. You are the
owner and can request the items to be removed from the Museum at any time. Please note that
the Milk River Museum does not carry any insurance on these items.

Please contact: Sharla Nelson at 403-642-7349 or email at sharla246@gmail.com.

FCSS SENIORS
s |CE CREAM SOCIAL

WHAT

Join us for a sweet afternoon of ice cream,
conversation, and community! Connect with friends
old and new, and share smiles and stories over a
scoop or two!

S5 2N WHEN

4 Tuesday, July7
2:00-3:00 pm
WHERE
Coutls
Civie Centire - 105 Centre Ave, Coutts
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Renee

587-370-8518
renea.whiteefcss.ca




From the Heritage Handi-bus Association

The Handi-bus Committee wishes to thank everyone who has supported this community service
from its inception June 9, 1986.

It is our 40 years ANNIVERSARY!!

Watch for our vehicle in the three up-coming annual parades of

Coutts Days — June 20, Warner Day - June 27 and Bonanza Day — August 1.

Registration Forms and Ride Passes are available in each community town or village office.
Passes are in the amounts of:
4 punch pass - $40.00,
6 punch pass - $60.00,
10 punch pass - $100.00
ONE punch between and in Milk River, Coutts and Warner (same day return trip).
TWO punches to Raymond, Coaldale, Taber and Lethbridge (same day return trip).

Charters are booked on a ‘as needed’ event, maximum of 16 or 14 riders plus 2 or 4 wheelchairs
{Total 18 riders].

Ride or charter co-ordinator is Dorothy Fraser at 403-492-7821

General information is Steve Pain at 403-603-8578

Our priority is Ride Assistance to Medical related appointments, and other appointments and
shopping (3 hours) are fit around this schedule.

The Heritage Handibus Association remains committed to providing safe, reliable and affordable
transit to our clients within the limitations of available funding. We thank our municipal
partners and Healthy Aging Alberta for continued support.



New curbside recycling
pick-up coming soon!

Starting October 1, 2026, residents will have access
to new curbside recycling collection services!

This new service will be managed by Circular
Materials, a national not-for-profit, responsible for
Alberta’s transition to Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) for packaging and
paper products.

Soon, you’ll be able to recycle materials like glass,
foam packaging, flexible and rigid plastic packaging,
cardboard, paper and metal containers and
packaging in your curbside recycling program
and at your local depot.

Stay tuned for details and updates!

Learn more: circularmaterials.ca/AB



VILLAGE OF COUTTS

54th ANNUAL COUTTS DAYS CELEBRATION
THEME-FAIRY TALES
FRIDAY JUNE 19-SUNDAY JUNE 21, 2026

FRIDAY

Time TBD  Slo-Pitch Tournament
6 pm Rodeo

SATURDAY

Slo-Pitch Tournament continues

1lam Parade

12 pm Hot dog lunch at Coutts School Yard
Donations to go towards future mini putt

12:30 Kids games in the Coutts school yard
Thanks to FCSS for organizing

1pm Ag Fair at the Rec Hall

1:30 pm Play by Curtain Call “Nathan the Nervous”
Coutts School Gym

6 pm Rodeo

11pm Fireworks

SUNDAY
Slo-Pitch Tournament continues

Coutts Days is sponsored by the Coutts & District Ag So

Coutts Community Events & The Village of Coutts,

A Big Thank You to all volunteers! L5




COUTTS COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
SATURDAY MAY 30
9 AM—3 PM

LUNCH AVAILABLE
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COUTTS DAY — FAIR LIST

AGE CATEGORIES: Adult, Children (ages 10-15) and Children (under 10)

REGULATIONS:
1. Mark your AGE CATEGORY ON YOUR TAGS!
2. All entries must be clean, and the homemade work of the Exhibitor
3.  All exhibits must be in by 9 a.m. Fair day — doors will be locked during judging
4, Judging is done on the DANISH system:

10,9,8 — 1** place
7,6,5 - 2" place
4,3,2,1- 39 place
*Judges decisions are FINAL
5.  Exhibitor's — may have only ONE, entry, in each class.
6.  All entries MUST be tagged — Exhibitors are to attach completed tags with paper clips or
Safety pins — please no straight pins
7. Flowers exhibited must be from your own garden, displayed in their own foliage, in a nice container
8. Flower arrangements can be complimented with various foliage, and please stay away from weeds in wildflower
arrangements.
9.  Label your entry with the correct variety name if possible. This adds to the educational values of the Flower show-any
comments are welcome. In the cooking classes — recipes are welcome.
10. All preserves must be sealed to ensure health safety.
11. All entries must be left at the fair until 4 p.m.
12. Additional fair tags, Fair lists, posters, etc. are available at the Coutts Village Office.

COUTTS DAY CRAFT COMPETITIONS — Adults, Children (10-15) and Children {under 10)

Sewing: (One item per class) $20.00 General Crafts: $20.00
1. Adult Clothing 14. Ceramics
2. Children’s Clothing 15. Woodworking, any item
3.  Table Runner 16. Clay
4.  Pot Holders 17.Digital Designs ~ (cards, shirts, mugs, anything
5. Bags not mentioned)
Stitchery— $20.00 Other - $20.00
6.  Quilts/Afghans — Special prize: $25.00 18.Thrift Item (something new from something old)
7. Cross Stitch 19. Beadwork
8.  Embroidery 20. Plastic Canvas Article
9. Needlepoint 21. Pillow (over 12 inches X 12 inches)
10. Crocheting 22. Wall hanging
11. Knitting 23. Computer creation-{card, game ,quiz)
12. Blankets — any size or style 24, Any article not mentioned above
13. Rugs

**0ne $20 - 1% prize will be awarded in each age category
-Adults-Children under 10-Children 10-15 & A special prize for Quilts/Afghans - $25.00

COUTTS DAY — PLANT & FLOWER SHOW - Adults - 3 blooms unless specified $20.00

1.  Columbines (3 blooms) 6. Marigolds (3 blooms)

2. Peony (1 bloom) 7.Lily (3 blooms)

3. Pansy (6 blooms) 8. Bleeding Heart (2 spikes)

4.  Petunia (3 blooms) 9.Iris (3 spikes)

5.  Rose (1 bloom) 10. Any flower not mentioned above (please identify)
FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS
11. Mixed Bouquet 12.Flower Arrangement-any type-please specify

(dried, miniature, wild flower, all green, etc.)

PLANTS
13.Blooming plant (1) 15.Cactus(1)
14.All Green Plant (1) 16.0dd plant{considered unique)

ONE - $20.00 - 1** prize in Flowers, ONE 1% in Arrangements, & ONE 1% in Plants

Page 1



PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION — Ages 16 and up ART: — Adult, Ages 10-15, and under 10

CATEGORIES: PRIZE CATEGORIES: PRIZE
1)Scenic. $20 1)Still Life $20
2)Portrait $20 2)Scenic $20
2)still Life $20
3)Abstract $20

MAXIMUM of (2) pictures/item — per entrant — per category, must be your own work.
All pictures must be framed & mounted

A fair tag must be securely attached

Four $20 first prizes will be awarded in photography.

COOKING/BAKING/PRESERVES COMPETITIONS: (Adults & Children)

1. Bread -1 loaf, specify kind 16. Fudge (3 pieces, any kind, specify)
2. Fruit Loaf, or quick bread — 1 loaf 17. Candy (3 pieces, any kind, specify)
3. Buns—(3 buns) 18. Homemade chocolates (3, any kind, specify)
4. Rolls - (3 any kind, specify) 19. Nutritious snack (3 pieces, specify)
5. Baking Powder Biscuits - (3) 20.Popcorn Balls (3)

6. Muffins — (3, specify) 21.Pizza — Homemade — 2 pieces

7. Cake -1 layer (plain or iced) — 1 item 22. Any item not listed

8. Cake—Decorated — 1 item

9. Decorated Cup Cakes - (3) PRESERVES - 1 SEALED JAR

10. Doughnuts - (3, specify) 23. Pickles - (1, any kind, specify))

11. Pie — (1 item, any type, specify) 24. Relish — (1, any kind, specify)

12. Jelly Roll -1 item 25. Jelly — (1, any kind, specify)

13, Cookies — (3) baked 26. Jam —(1, any kind, specify)

14. Cookies —(3) not baked 27. Any preserve not mentioned above
15. Squares (3, specify) **NO NUTS OR RAISINS**

***ONE $20.00 FIRST PRIZE to be given out in each of the following categories: Baking, Desserts & Preserves.
Prizes will be given out per age group — Children(ages 10 & under), Children (ages 10-15) & Adults

GRAIN COMPETITION —- GRAIN SAMPLES TO BE GROWN IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR
MUST BE DROPPED OFF AT THE COUTTS VILLAGE OFFICE 5 DAYS IN ADVANCE
Grain will be judged on protein, weight, color etc. **Please name the grain variety**
MUST HAVE A FAIR TAGE ATTACHED TO THE BAGGIE (Entrant’s name to be covered)

1. Spring Wheat $20.00 4. Barley $20.00

2. Durum $20.00 5. Oil Seed $20.00

3. Winter Wheat $20.00 6. Other seed (specify) $20.00

**ONE $20.00 FIRST PRIZE WILL BE AWARDED TO EACH OF THE 6 CATEGORIES**
COUTTS DAY FAIR SPONSORED BY: The Coutts & District Agricultural Society

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO WORK IN THE MANY EVENTS DURING COUTTS

DAY. WITHOUT YOU THIS DAY WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE.
THANK YOU for attending our Coutts Day events — Hope you had fun — See you next year!

Page 2



Coutts Days Fair Tag

fold over to cover name

Name:

Class:
Category:

Age (Kids only):
Comments:

Coutts Days Fair Tag

fold over to cover name

Name;

Class:
Category:

Age (Kids only):
Comments:

Coutts Days Fair Tag

fold over to cover name

Class:
Category:

Age (Kids only):
Comments:

Coutts Days Fair Tag

fold over to cover name

Name:

Class:
Category:

Age (kids only):
Comments:

Coutts Days Fair Tag

fold over to cover name

Name:

Coutts Days Fair Tag

fold over to cover name

Name:

Class:
Category:

Age (kids only):
Comments:

Class:
Category:

Age (kids only):
Comments:
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Please let us know who you are.

Name:

Email:
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Fold Here

Coutts Days Event Passport

We will not keep or record your personal information, it is just for
contacting you if you are the prize winner. Please drop the completed
passport off at the rodeo grounds before 6:30 PM on Saturday June 20th
2026,

Email: coutts.ag.society@gmail.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/g/14dkHzs2FHi/

Website: https://couttsagsociety.ca Bring your Coutts Days passport to each event for a stamp from the

vendor/volunteer. After Coutts Days there will be a raffle prize for an Altan Duty
Free Shop gift bag of assorted family friendly items. Drop the completed passport
off at the rodeo grounds before 6:30 PM on Saturday June 20" 2026
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